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Ford Honors HST

THE BIG MOMENT. . .The culmination of
years of planning, work and fund raising was
the moment Saturday when Mrs. M argaret
Truman Daniel unveiled the statue of her
fath er, scu lpted by G ilbert Fran k lin ,
Providence, R.I. The dignitaries on the plat

form gazed with just as much curiosity a s the
15,000 citizens gathered on the square. The
“ walking statue” shows President Harry S
Truman as he looked when he cam e home to
Independence after his term of office was over.

By RUTH ZIMMER
(Staff Writer)
Saturday, the day Independence
celebrated the visit of one President
and honored the memory of another,
couldn’t have been more perfect. The
city council had ordered a sunny day,
not too hot, and their order was filled.
In depen d en ce
P o lice
C h ief,
law ren ce Cook, estim ated that 15,000
people crowded the square for the
unveiling of the nine-foot statue of
form er President H arry S Trum an. It
w as u n veiled by the P r e sid e n t’ s
daughter, M rs. M argaret Trum an
Daniel, and dedicated by President
G erald Ford. Also on the program
were Gov. Christopher Bond, Sen.
H ubert H u m p h rey , Sen. S tu a r t
Symington, and Mayor Richard A.
King.
“ Surrounded a s I am by old friends
and neighbors of President Trum an, it
will be hard and perhaps foolhardy to
try to add anything to the affectionate
tributes alread y paid him a s a public
servant and a s a m an ,” President
Ford
began. “ But I have a few
m em ories of my own, so I will try .”
Ford recalled his first meeting with
President Trum an in 1949.
“ I was a very freshm an m em ber of
the House, and on the minority side. . .
President Trum an had seen to that. I
had been assign ed in 1948 to a place at
the very bottom of the seniority ladder
on the public works com m ittee and one
day the President invited all of us to
visit him.
“ He greeted us warm ly and asked if
we’d like a personally guided tour of
the White House, and we got the full
lecture.”
F o rd told how then P re sid e n t
Truman showed them the hole in the
ceiling of M argaret’s sitting room
where her spinet piano “ attem pted to
obey the law of gra v ity ” and the “ sw ay
back ceiling of the state dining room,
which he said w as held up ‘only by the
force of habit.”
President Ford said that the group
was im pressed, and “ trooped back to
Capitol Hill and promptly voted him
the $5.4 million he wanted to renovate
the White House.
“ I broke a ll the an ti-spen d in g
prom ises of my first cam paign, and I
want to testify that I’m glad and
grateful for his foresigh t...”
Ford said President Trum an felt
that a President is the only person who
can lobby for the Am erican people.

S ta ff P h oto by D u a n e W o n e i

FRIEN DLY C A L L .. .President Gerald Ford, Mrs. Betty Ford,
and Mrs. M argaret Truman Daniel are seen here as they
emerged from the Truman home after a 20-minute visit with Mrs.
B ess Truman. The trio then entered the motorcade to the Truman
Library, where they held a brief wreath-laying ceremony in the
courtyard, and toured the library and museum.
President Ford drew a laugh when
he said “ When a President doesn’t
have a fight or two with C on gress,’
P r e sid e n t T ru m an w rote in his
m e m o irs, ‘ you know th e re
is
something wrong.’ I now know how he
felt. I’m still trying, but I have a long

Trum an H o m e
Visit Brings

Reporter's-Eye V ie w
Shows VIPs as Human
By RUTH ZIMMER
(Staff Writer)
Memories are m ade up of sights,
so u n d s, sm e lls , co lo rs and im 
pressions, and after the words of all
the fine speeches have faded, it is the
little things we rem em ber.
Saturday in Independence w as a day
which needs superlatives to describe,
and a press p ass allows the lucky to
dart here, there and everywhere. . .to
eavesdrop, to question and to record.
Here are some of the things that I
will rem em ber about May 8, 1976:
Betty Ford is a warm , gracious lady
to whom I w as forbidden to speak, but I
did anyhow. Her p ress secretary,
Sheila Weidenfelt, whose job it is to
protect the F irst I^ady, said “ No in
terview s.” She said Mrs. F o rd ’s
schedule was too tight, and she w as
very tired.
“ I’m so rry ,” Ms. Weidenfelt said,
“ you can ’t talk to Mrs. F o rd .”

Silently, I replied, “ Wanna b et?”
and after a decent interval eased out of
her sight. Fortunately, I know the
governor’s wife, Mrs. Carolyn Bond, so
I chatted with her awhile and then said
that I would like to m eet Mrs. Ford.
“ Of course,” she said , and in
troduced me.
Mrs. Ford said that she had been in
Independence before, but that “ it was
many y ears ago, when I w as in mv
20’s .”
“ I am tru ly im p r e s se d with
Independence,” she told me. “ It is a
lovely, clean city, and the people are
warm and friendly.”
She left alm ost im m ediately to meet
her husband at the airport.
Mrs. Ford looked at m e a s a person,
directly, and not a s if I were p art of the
faceless crowd.
I fell in love with Hubert Humphrey.
He looks IO y ears younger and IO
pounds lighter than he does on

Senators1Speeches
Depict HST W arm ly
By RUTH ZIM MER
(Staff Writer)
“ H arry S T ru m an ,
M issou ri
P atriot” w as depicted Saturday by
Sen . S tu a rt Sy m in gto n a t the
dedication of the Trum an statue; and
“ Trum an, the Statesm an ” was por
trayed by Sen. Hubert Humphrey.
E arlier in the day, Senator Symington
had received the city’s H arry S
Trum an Public Service Award.
Senator Symington said historians
will rem em ber President Trum an for
“ his decisiveness in those turbulent
y ears which followed his succession to
the leadership of the free world.”
He cited such accom plishm ents a s
the Potsdam Conference, the M arshall
Plan, Trum an Doctrine, Berlin Airlift

and the creation of the United Nations,
which he said will m ark his perm anent
place in history.
Symington said that H arry Trum an
was a politician from Missouri “ but far
m ore.”
“ It is said that all truly great works
are essentially sim plistic. It w as the
sim plicity of his ch aracter, sum m ed
up in the phrase ‘duty, honor and
country’ that ultim ately carved his
niche a s an o u tsta n d in g w orld
statesm an .”
Symington outlined Mr. T rum an ’s
career in Jack son County and said that
the ch aracteristics displayed then
were carried into the Senate and the
White House.
(See SEN A TO RS’, P age 2)

Press H o r d e

television.
A native South C a f t a n , I ap 
proached Sen. Humphrey with ex 
tended hand.
“ Armour, South D akota,” I said.
A delighted grin sp read over his
face, and his hand cam e out.
“ Doland, South D akota,” he replied.
He seem ed genuinely delighted to
see a fellow South Dakotan, and
reminded m e that his fam ily still has
the drug store in Huron, where, in
cidentally, my husband w as a sub
stitute soda jerk during his college
days.
Sen. Humphrey is another person
who gives you his full attention while
he is talking to you.
He confided that he is going to the
Doland High School c la ss reunion Ju n e
12.

“ It will be our 100th an n iversary ,”
he said proudly. “ We had IOO students
in the school when I w as going there.
We had a crack erjack football and
basketball team , too.”
Sen. Humphrey, too, said he adm ires
Independence. He told me a story
about President H arry Trum an, which
he later repeated in his speech at the
unveiling of the Trum an statue.
He said that when he was a very new
senator, his parents cam e to visit him.
“ The folks had never been to
W ashington,” he related. “ I called Mr.
T rum an ’s appointment secretary , and
asked if it would be possible to come to
the White House and show Mom and
Dad around. The appointment w as
m ade, and I brought them over,
thinking we would get the tou rists’
view. We were taken directly in to see
the President.
“ Mother was terrified, and she told
Mr. Trum an she was scared . He put
his arm around her and said, ‘Now,
Mrs. Humphrey, we’re just plain folks
h ere.’ Then he took us on a tour of the
entire White House, including the
private section. He b ragged on me a
little, which endeared him to Mom, of
(See VIPS, P age 4)

way to go to heat his record of 250
vetoes.”
' The President said that he has
“ n ev e r fe lt th at p o p u larity an d
glam our a re fundam entals on which
the Chief Executive should operate.
(See FO RD, P a g e 2 )

IN MEMORIAM. . .President and Mrs. Ford, Mrs. M argaret
Truman Daniel and a very few close friends and family
members gathered in the courtyard of the Truman Library late
Saturday afternoon to lay a wreath, say a prayer, and pause to
remember former President Harry S Truman. The president is
seen here preparing to lay the wreath, which was m ade up of red,
white and blue carnations, arranged with greenery and a red,
white and blue ribbon. (Photo by Chuck Kneyser)

By CHARU ES B U R K E
(Staff Writer)
The Presidential visit to the Trum an
home Satu rd ay w as about p ar for the
course, even down to the perform ance
of the national p ress corps.
Betw een 700 and 800 p e rso n s
crowded the west side of D elaw are and
along the fence of the Trum an home on
the south side of Trum an Road, on a
beautiful sunny afternoon. President
and Mrs. Ford arrived at the home
around 3 p.m ., following the unveiling
of the Trum an statue on Independence
Square, spent about 20 minutes inside
visiting with Mrs. B ess Trum an, and
left. With the F ord s were 20 to 30
m em bers of the national press.
Everyone local is expected to get out
of the way of the national press. They,
of course, expect it. Every tim e the
national p ress com es to town, the Ideal
press tak e s a beating — literally. Take
my advice. Get out of their way. Have
you ever been elbowed by Helen
T h o m a s,
the
White
H ouse
correspondent from U PI? T ak e my
advice. Don’t be.
The situation at the Trum an home
Saturday w as this. The local p ress w as
corraled behind a barricade on the
east side of D elaw are near the front
gate. We had to come in to the
barricade from the south. Som e of us
who were already acquainted with the
national p ress and have the sc a r s to
prove it wondered if the barricad e was
there to protect us from the national
press. This w as a bit different from
past y ears, when the national p ress
were the only m em bers of the news
media allowed on the east sid e of
Delaware. The closest we usually get
to the front gate is the west side of
D elaw are, where the crowd is.
None of what I say should be taken
a s any criticism of the Ford ad 
m in istra tio n . The n atio n al p r e s s
doesn’t care whether Republicans or
D em ocrats are in office.
Ju st before the President got to the
(See P R E SS, P age 2)
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(Continued from Page I)
Truman home Saturday, some of the
loe$l press asked police not to allow
thp national press to roam free as they
had in the past. Everyone will be
behind the barricade, police said,
including the national press.
That was the first big mistake. We
got trampled. Even though we could
hear them coming like a thundering
herd, what could we do9 We were
cornered like rats.
This is a play-by-play of what
happened. A minute or two before the
arrival of the President and the First
I <idy, the Daniels (M argaret Truman
Daniel, husband Clifton Daniel, and
son Clifton Truman Daniel) came out
of the Truman home and walked to the
front gate to wait for the Fords. Mrs.
Mac Wallace, sister-in-law of Mrs.
Bess Truman came out on the porch,
took pictures of the crowd (and the
press) and went back inside.
Pretty soon, the Fords arrived.
When they got out of the car, they
didn’t stop to talk to anyone. They
waved at the crowd, spoke to the
Daniels, who then escorted them
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O n e F a m ily H elping O ther Fam ilio

after — she wasn’t carrying a camera.
As we all know, one of her privileges at
the White House is asking the first
question at presidential press con
ferences. Maybe she intended to leap
the barricade and lay that old first
question on the President. Maybe she
didn’t see the barricade.

immediately into the house. That may
have made things worse, as far as the
press was concerned. I don’t really
know whether the national press
thought the Fords would linger at the
gate a while or not and didn’t hurry at
first to get up there and take their
shots. They may have deliberately
hung back a little and then ran like hell
just to make it look like a hassle. They
don’t confide in us.
Whatever the case, they came
charging like troops with fixed
bayonets. Have you ever been hit with
a cam era? One of the veteran national
press photographers swung his
camera at me (or so it seemed) and
missed -- just grazed my shoulder.
Another one jostled the tripod of a local
press member and got warned to stay
away. Then came gum-chewing, well
built Helen Thomas like a juggernaut,
and whammo, into my ribs went the
elbow. I don’t know what Thomas was

Irater, the national press complained
about being behind the barricade, so
they were allowed to stand on the north
side of the gate. That’s where they
were when the Fords came back out.
We were still behind the barricade.
It was really all over in about half an
hour or so. It just seemed longer. The
Fords didn’t linger on their way out,
either, They waved once more at the
crowd, got back in, and soon were off,
headed north on Delaware. And about
three or four cars back came the
national press, sharpening their
bayonets for whatever came next.

Ford
'Continued from Page IJ
“ A man who is influenced by the
polls or is afraid to make decisions
which may make him unpopular, is not
a man to represent the welfare of the
country.”
Ford said he supported President
Truman on the issues affecting peace
and national security, “ which in the
best traditions of our history ought
never to be exploited or distorted for
purely personal or partisan political
advantage.”
He recalled that President Truman
noted in his memoirs that 1948 was the
worst possible time for him to wage a

What a great Idea!
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political campaign because he was
trying to negotiate with the Russians
and trying to get a cease-fire in the
Middle East.
‘“ There should be no break in the bi
partisan foreign policy of the United
States at any time,’ Mr. Truman said,
‘particularly during a national elec
tion.
“ ‘We are dangerously close to
forgetting today (President Truman
wrote) that it is the President’s duty to
lead the nation in its conduct of foreign
affairs. This is a responsibility which
cannot be delegated, and must not be
avoided.’
“ Presid en t Trum an meant that
A m erican policy should not be
demagogued, damaged or derailed
because of election ye a r con
siderations.” President Ford con
tinued, “ I agreed then, and now I know
how right he was. I am going to follow
his counsel and his example.
“ Nobody expects consensus or
conformity in a democracy, but it is
not too much to expect of a mature
nation that its political debates be
conducted responsibly and rationally
in the sensitive areas of national
security, and our relations with other
countries.”
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“ His magnificent success first as a
national, then as a world leader, was
due to the fact he never forgot the
‘little people’ in all walks of life,” he
said.
“ Harry S Truman was of Missouri,
and Missouri was of him. They were
proud of each other, worked for each
other, and they will never forget each
other. That is why we are here, to
honor an American patriot.”
Sen. Humphrey declared that it was
“ an honor .second to none to be in
cluded on the program.”
He said that President Truman was
courageous in three areas.
“ He was a man of action, a decision
maker, and a Citizen President,” he
began. “ Then, as today, there were
voices of defeat,
re tre a t
and
pessimism, but he was confident of the
basic goodness and strength of the
people. He met challenges and time
and again stood the test, emerging
with a keen sense of who he was and
what he was. He could act, and not just
react.
“ He was impatient with high-flown
rhetoric. He said what he meant, and
he meant what he said. It took courage
to do the uncommon things.”
Sen. Hum phrey m entioned M r.
Truman’s deep devotion to his family,
and commented that because of it, the
American family was strengthened.
“ He made us feel better about
ourselves, and there is no better
remedy for national ills.”
As an activist President, Humphrey
said, Mr. Truman recognized Israel l l
minutes after its birth, and he showed
his decisiveness in Korea, the Berlin
airlift, United Nations and NATO, as
well as firing MacArthur when he
refused to obey orders from his
Commander-in-Chief.
Humphrey also recited President
Truman’s record in civil rights and
comprehensive health care and said,
“ We have a long way to go before his
vision will be realized.
“ He fought the good fight. He took
political risks that few Presidents dare
to take.”
As a Citizen President, Humphrey
said Mr. Truman “ trusted and loved
people and never lost the common
touch. There was no pretense, no
pomposity, and he was a Citizen
Presid ent,
never the Im p e ria l
President.”
The climax of the afternoon was the
moment when Mrs. Margaret Truman
Daniel pulled the string that unveiled
the Gilbert Franklin statue of the
former President.
President and Mrs. Ford then visited
Mrs. Bess Truman, and went on to the
Library to lay a wreath on the Truman
gravesite. This was followed by a tour
of the Truman Library, guided by Mrs.
Daniel and Dr. Benedict K. Zobrist.
The President and Mrs. Ford at
tended a private reception and then the
motorcade left for Municipal Airport
at 5:45.
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Election, Planning
On Merchant Agenda
Flection of officers and promotional
plans for the summer months will be
on the agenda of the Independence
Square Merchants’ Association, when
it meets at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday at the
Turner Music Co.
Also to be discussed will be the old
hotel, the proposed motel, light poles in
the parking lot back of the Penney and
Sapper stores, and the benefit district.
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by U P International
President Ford, facing the prospect of losing primaries to Ronald Reagan
in Nebraska Tuesday and in his home state of of Michigan next week, called
in political aides again today to talk strategy and revise his campaign'
schedule.
As if to underscore his problems, the latest Gallup poll of registered
voters, showed Democratic front-runner Jim m y Carter beating Ford 52 per
cent to 43 per cent, a gain of 3 points for the Georgian in recent weeks. The
poll also shows noncandidate Hubert Humphrey beating Ford 50 per cent tc
45 per cent.

Q u a ke Death Toll Rising
U D IN E , Italy — U P I — Two new tremors shook northern Ita ly ’s disaster
area today, and a government spokesman said the death toll from Thurs
day’s earthquake would soar over the 1,000-mark.
An arm y of soldiers and volunteer rescuers dug through the ruins of two
dozen shattered mountain communities for the fourth day and officials said
their original estimate of 1,000 dead m ay have been too low.
“ When we first spoke of 1,000 dead, it was what we feared,” Udine
prefecture spokesman Natale Labia said. “ Now we are almost there and we
fear it will be even more.”
Police said 815 bodies had been recovered from the rubble of northeast
Italian towns and villages hit by the Thursday earthquake and 523 had been
identified. Police reported about 1,300 injured. Officials would not estimate
how many bodies might still be buried in the debris.

W o m a n C lim bs TV Tower
A 25-year-old Kansas City, Mo., woman climbed 500 feet up a television
transmitting tower Sunday night but was persuaded by police to come down.
The woman was uninjured and was placed under psychiatric care. She
reportedly had been despondent over not hearing from her husband.
The woman spent three hours on the KCMO-TV tower and was watched by
a crowd of more than IOO persons, some using binoculars.
She threatened to jump and called repeatedly for her husband to come to
the tower, but he apparently could not be found.
The station did not mention the incident on its IO p.m. newscast to avoid •
attracting a larger crowd.

Rocky Cites Red Threat
P H IL A D E L P H IA — U P I — Vice President Nelson Rockefeller today
urged free nations to block the spread of communism to prevent what he
called a “ new empire in which the Soviet sun never sets.”
Rockefeller, here to address the opening session of the International Press
Institute’s annual convention, also told reporters he would not accept a draft
for the Republican presidential nomination.

M rs. M a rg a re t Trum an D aniel,
daughter of former President and Mrs.
H a rry S Trum an, re ceive d an
honorary degree Sunday
from
Rockhurst College.
Mrs. Daniel was awarded the doctor
of humanities degree during the an
nual com m encem ent exercise in
Mason-Halpin Fieldhouse on the
Rockhurst Campus.
Also receiving an honorary degree
was the Rev. Robert J . Henle, J . S.,
president of Georgetown University
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and one of A m e ric a ’s foremost
educators. Father Henle received the
doctor of laws degree.
Commenting on the selection of Mrs.
Daniel as recipient of the honorary
degree, Harry B. Kies, professor of
history at the college and chairman of
the division of social sciences, said
“ The roots and heritage of Margaret
Truman Daniel lie deep in the
traditions of this region and have been
brought
to
fruition
by
ac
complishments more widespread.”
He singled out her activities on the
boards of trustees of the Harry S
Truman Scholarship Foundation and
the Harry S Truman Library Institute
for National and International Affairs
and her contributions to the per
forming arts, communication, and
historical literature.
Professor Kies read Mrs. Daniel’s
citation at the commencement.
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W A SH IN G T O N — U P I — It appears likely that deadly radioactive gar
bage m ay be disposed of forever by burial far beneath the ground.
The government has launched an effort to solve the problem of permanent
nuclear waste disposal by 1985, and the Energy Research and Development
Administration sends Congress this week a five-volume, 1,500-page analysis
of various means for handling and storing atomic power plant wastes.
E R D A says a plan will be announced “ in the near future” by the Energy
Resources Council and public comment will be invited.
Others have tried — and failed — to find acceptable solutions to the
problem of atomic disposal for more than three decades.
Past proposals have included shooting radioactive debris to the sun
aboard rockets, or sealing atomic garbage in concrete pillars that would
stand, guarded forever, in the desert.

To M a r g a r e t T. Daniels

with cou pon
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C IN C IN N A T I — U P I — Jam es E a rl Ray, the confessed assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr . who now clams he is innocent, today lost his latest
attempt to change is guilty plea and stand trial.
The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, in a unanimous 3-0 ruling, decided
that R ay had intelligently and voluntarily pleaded guilty to killing the civil
rights leader and had received competent legal advice.
King was assassinated April 4,1969, in Memphis, Term. Ray, who pleaded
guilty to first degree murder on March IO, 1969, is now serving a 99-year
sentence at the Tennessee State Prison in Nashville.
E v e r since entering the guilty plea, R ay has been seeking to withdraw that
plea and to stand trial.
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Reporter's-Eye View Show s VIPs as H um an
(Continued from Page I)
course.”
What is Gerald Ford like? I shook his
hand and he asked me how I was, but
I ’m not sure he wanted an answer to
that question, which would have been,
‘‘Candidly, my feet hurt.”
The President attended a special
champagne reception following his
tour of the Truman Library and
Museum.
Closely guarded by secret .service
men, the President went around the
room shaking hands.
One very dignified Independence
businessman vowed he couldn’t wash
that hand for at least a w eek.. .such is
the glamour of the Oval Office.
The women will want to know what
the private noon luncheon was like,
and what the important ladies were
wearing.
At the luncheon, attended by Mrs.
Ford, Mrs. Bond and Mrs. Humphrey
and others, the tables were centered
with sprays of pink gladioli and car
nations arranged with greenery. On
the buffet were colorful platters of
fresh melon and strawberries, with
fresh pineapples containing the salad
dressing. There were also plates of
vegetables, tomatoes .stuffed with tuna
salad, and tiny rolls.
Sm aller tables had sunshine-yellow
table cloths centered with nosegay
bouquets of spring flowers.
The First Lady wore a white silk
sheath dress with cowl neckline pat
terned with birds in brown and cadet
blue, and a matching blue cape.
Mrs. Bond chose a powder blue suit,
worn with a scarf at the neck, and Mrs.
Margaret Truman Daniel had on a
royal blue dress with pleated skirt.
Mrs. Humphrey chose a buttercup
yellow pants suit, and Mrs. Richard
King, the Mayor’s wife, wore a suit of a
more .subdued yellow-gold, with a
horizontally striped jacket.
It was interesting to find out from
Ms. Weisenfelt what a press secretary
to a First Lady thinks of her boss.
Ms. Weisenfelt said she comes from
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THE AU D IEN C E. . .An estimated 15,000 people crammed into Independence Square Saturday afternoon for the unveiling of the Truman statue.
Boston and was working in television
when she had the chance for this job.
She started to work in October of 1974.
‘‘I had never worked for just one
person before,” she said. “ I didn’t
know how I would like it, but it turned
out great.
‘‘As a boss, Mrs. Ford is candid and
honest. As a person, she is bright,
competent, very intuitive and has a
good sense of humor and all the right
instincts. I appreciate her. She is a
‘people person’ and she is energized
when she is with people. She is par
ticularly absorbed by women’s op
tions, the senior citizens and retarded
children. She introduced dancing as
therapy for those children to help
develop their motor skills.”
I found out that our Secret Service
men have lightning-fast reflexes. At
the reception for the President,
someone dropped either a plate or
glass, which shattered. The agents
whirled with amazing speed to seek the
source of the sound, their whole bodies
at the ready to protect the President.
I also found that while they can
suggest, the President does as he
wishes.
Margaret Truman Daniel and Dr.
Benedict K. Zobrist, director of the
Truman Library and Museum, took
the President on a tour of the Library.
‘ The President was greatly in

terested, not only in the museum, but
in the library and archives,” Dr.
Zobrist said. ‘‘He asked many
questions about how we handle our
material and the full scope of our
operation. He didn’t know that we have
more than 300 collections other than
Truman material, so that we are really
the research center for that period of
history.
‘‘Mr. Ford was running behind
schedule, so the Secret Service people
diplomatically encouraged me to move
the party along more rapidly. The
President refused to be hurried, and he
took his time. He was particularly
interested in the broken beam we have
from
the
W hite
House
when
Margaret’s piano fell through the
floor.
‘‘Mrs. Daniel reminisced about her
years in the White House. She told Mr.
Ford about the painting of John Tyler,
who was President in 1841, and the first
Vice President ever to succeed to the
presidency. She said the Tyler painting
was damaged during the ad
ministration of Teddy Roosevelt.
‘‘The
Roosevelt
children,
a
boisterous crew, shot out one of the
eyes of the portrait with an arrow.
‘‘President Ford got a kick out of
that story and said that he had never
heard that account, and that he would
look at the Tyler portrait more

W AITING. . .Awaiting their turns at the
podium Saturday were, from left, Indepen-

carefully when he got home.”
Dr. Zobrist said the President was
v e ry
much
interested
in
the
reproduction of the Oval Office, and
the reminder that the Presidential Seal
was changed during the Truman ad
ministration.
“ The eagle has an olive branch in
one claw for peace, and another claw
full of arrows for w ar,” Dr. Zobrist
told him. “ In the old emblem, the eagle
faced the arrows, but Mr. Truman had
that changed so that the eagle faced
the olive branch. We have the current
seal in the carpet, and the old seal on
the ceiling.
“ As an old Navy man, the President
also was interested in the replica of the
Big Mo’ battleship, and he told me he
was in a naval task force at the end of
World W ar II, to which the battleship
was assigned.
“ The man has a magnificent per
sonality,” Dr. Zobrist said. “ I was a
trifle nervous at meeting a President,
but he soon put me at my ease.”
One of the final nice memories of the
day was of Governor Bond teasing his
wife. I told him about Mrs. Bond’s
phenomenal memory in remembering
names. He admitted that she is an
asset to his team and that “ she is
pretty, too.”
“ You know, she was a home ec
major, and I married her because she

dence Mayor Richard A. King, Sen. Hubert
Humphrey and Sen. Stuart Symington.

is a good cook,” he said with a grin.
“ She has scarcely made a meal
since.”
What I have just set down here is not
“ hard news” but these are incidents
which show the humanness of those we
normally see only as shadows on our
television screen.

They came to Independence and
were charmed by us. . .and we
responded by being enchanted with
them.
Independence was “ Queen for a
Day” and it may very well be the little
things that will remain in our memory
from that reign.

TWO P R ES ID EN T S . . .Gerald R. Ford, 38th President of the
United States, made the dedicatory speech after the unveiling of
the statue of Harry S Truman, 33rd President.

V IG ILA N C E. . .Policemen
and Secret Service agents were
stationed at vantage points
during the events on the
Square.
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AT TRUHAN HOME. . .President Ford and his wife, Betty, wave as they arrive at the Truman h<une on Delaware and Truman.

